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The regular meeting of the Edgefield County Council was held at 6:00 P. M. Tuesday, 
March 7, 2006, in the County Council Chambers, 225 Jeter Street, Edgefield. 
 
Members present 
C. Monroe Kneece, Chairman 
Willie C. Bright, Vice Chairman 
Norman Dorn, Councilman 
Joel D. Hudson, Councilman 
B. Everette Kitchens, Councilman 
 
Others present 
John F. Byrd, County Attorney 
Barbara R. Stark, Clerk to Council 
 
Absent 
Wayne Adams, County Administrator 
 
Chairman Kneece called the meeting to order and Councilman Hudson gave the 
invocation. The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was recited. 
 
Minutes 
The Minutes of the Edgefield County Council Meeting (regular meeting) were approved, 
as presented, by a motion made by Councilman Bright and seconded by Councilman 
Hudson. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Reports 
Report Number 3, the Intergovernmental Agreement for Law Enforcement Services 
between the Town of Johnston and Edgefield County, was brought to council’s attention 
by the chairman. 
 
The Town and County each passed different versions of the Agreement, the principal 
difference being that the Town’s version does not provide for remuneration to the 
County. The County’s version calls for payment equal to the Johnston Police Chief’s 
salary for the duration of the Agreement, which the Town of Johnston turned down. It is 
understood regardless of the Agreement, the Sheriff will provide coverage. This 
Agreement is for ninety (90) days with a ninety day extension. After that it would be re-
negotiated.  
 
Motion was made by Councilman Hudson to accept the Town of Johnston’s version of 
the Intergovernmental Agreement for Law Enforcement services between the Town and  
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the County of Edgefield. The motion was seconded by Councilman Kitchens. The motion 
carried unanimously. (This Agreement is Edgefield County Resolution No. 05-06-289.) 
 
Ordinances 
Motion was made by Councilman Hudson, seconded by Councilman Bright, to approve 
first reading of Ordinance No. 05-06-578, “An Ordinance Enacting and Adopting a 
Supplement to the Code of Ordinances for Edgefield County, SC.” 
 
Resolutions 
Resolution No. 05-06-290, “A Resolution Designating Emerald Center-Multi County 
Board for Disabilities and Special Needs as an Entity in Edgefield County to Provide 
Transportation to the Elderly or Persons with Disabilities”, was approved by a motion 
made by Councilman Bright, seconded by Councilman Hudson. The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
New Business 
Agreement (Ridge Spring & Edgefield County fire contract) 
Mike Casey spoke in regard to the renewal of the fire contract between Edgefield County 
and Ridge Spring. There is a section of Edgefield County that is serviced better by the 
Ridge Spring Fire Department (closer to Ridge Spring). Ridge Spring Fire Department 
does for Edgefield County the same thing that Edgefield County does for Saluda County 
– answers calls on the county line. Motion was made by Councilman Hudson, seconded 
by Councilman Kitchens, to continue the fire contract agreement between Edgefield 
County and Ridge Spring as is. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mike asked to comment briefly on the 2005 Homeland Security Grant. Money has been 
disbursed to Edgefield County (100% grant – no match by the county). The sheriff’s 
office has received search and rescue equipment with its portion of the money. The 
determination of what is purchased is determined by a committee that consists of 
emergency services, fire departments, sheriff’s department and the towns (chiefs of each 
fire department). Each has an allotment including the EMS. In the past the radio service 
has been upgraded with the ambulance service.  
 
This year the money has been used to purchase thermal imaging equipment. These are 
hand-held thermal cameras. It is a direct spend-off from the military’s use of night vision 
equipment. There will be one unit in each fire department in the county. This equipment 
will allow the fire department personnel, after the fire has been extinguished, to check for 
hotspots in the ceiling, etc. When the camera is pointed toward an area it will pick up a 
heat signature letting the fireman know there are still some hot places. It cuts down on the 
chances of having to go back to that same location. 
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For the ambulance service it is great in working a wreck. If there is someone unaccounted 
for the hand-held thermal imager, when pointed around, can pick up a heat signature (if 
that person had been in a certain spot and moved the imager will pick it up because of the 
heat where the person was). The same is true for the sheriff’s office. 
 
This cost of the equipment is $71,000. 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
The three-year terms of Michael Medlock, James Gibson, and Herbert Bettis have 
expired on the Zoning Board of Appeals. It is necessary to reappoint or replace these 
members so that the county can schedule training sessions to meet new state 
requirements. These are staggered terms, per SC Code Section 6-29-780-6-29-850. 
 
Consensus of council was to bring names to council for the April meeting for 
appointments to the Zoning Board. 
 
Hospital appointment 
The Edgefield County Hospital Board requested the appointment of Tim Williams to fill 
the unexpired term of E. O. Dukes on its board. Mr. Dukes resigned creating this 
vacancy. His term would expire January 2007. Motion was made by Councilman 
Kitchens, seconded by Councilman Bright to appoint Tim Williams to fill the unexpired 
term of E. O. Dukes on the Hospital Board. Motion carried. 
 
No guests. 
 
Comments from the public 
George Johnson, resident of Windy Ridge Road in Trenton, addressed council 
concerning paving of the remaining portion of Windy Ridge. Mr. Johnson stated that this 
particular section isn’t safe. They have a petition, plus right-of-way on some of the 
property for over a year for the paving. . His question was why had the paving not taken 
place? Mr. Kneece told Mr. Johnson he would take this up with Mr. Adams Thursday. 
 
Saundra Curry was not present concerning a traffic light at Hwy. 25 and Bettis Academy. 
 
Councilman Dorn asked that Oscar Stevens be allowed to address Council concerning 
Jimmy Road (northern section of the county.) Mr. Stevens stated that he was present on 
the behalf of a student that attends JET Middle School. The student was transferred from 
the Saluda County Schools to the Edgefield County Schools because she was on the 
county line – she lives in Edgefield County. After having been transferred the Edgefield  
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County School bus picked her up one time but would not return because they said the 
bridge was unsafe. He said he had talked with the transportation superintendent with the 
school district and he agreed that the county had said the bridge was not safe for the bus 
to travel on. So, Mr. Stevens mentioned to him about the alternate route the bus could use 
to pick up the student but the superintendent was not familiar with it but would check into 
it. The alternate route crosses county lines so permission from Saluda County would have 
to b obtained for an Edgefield bus to go in to pick up the student. 
 
Mr. Stevens said he was aware of available “C” funds for road/bridges work, and he 
asked what could be done to “fix” this bridge. Mr. Kneece stated that this request would 
be looked into. 
 
Mr. Mark Roberts from the Lake Trenton area stated he was present to discuss a matter 
that has been a large concern for the Lake Trenton and Courtney Road and Pacer’s Creek 
area. It has to do with the category of zoning called Rural Residential, a classification that 
was approved by the Edgefield County Planning and Zoning Commission on November 
10, 2005. “We were led to believe on that date that this issue would come before the 
County Council for first reading at its December meeting. We were given excuses as to 
why it did not come before council in December, January, or February. Finally, we 
received notice that it would be on the March agenda and then learned last Friday night it 
was not on the March agenda.” 
 
“We feel as if we do not matter in that part of the county. We feel that somebody in 
county government hopes we will just go away on this issue. To wit, come to find out 
that is actually, according to SC Code of Laws, an option for us. According to Home 
Rule, Section 4-5-120, there is a procedure in which ten (10) percent of the registered 
voters in an area may petition to be annexed into another county, at which point there are 
many procedures beyond that. If we do not get some kind of consideration at some point, 
we may have to ask Aiken County to take us under their wing where we feel we would be 
treated more like citizens. I hope you gentlemen will figure out a way to get us on the 
April agenda.” 
 
Chairman Kneece explained he learned that the papers were back at the building 
department to clarify some parts of it. It will be back to us at least by the first of the 
week, and it will be on the April agenda. 
 
Mr. David Patton, Sweetwater Road.  “Over the years, living in that area, I have noticed 
the policy the county used in removing trash from the county highways. As the trash 
became noticeable the county would send out crews and the trash would be picked up. 
The system was not perfect but it worked. It is my understanding that as of last December 
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the responsibility for trash pick-up was transferred from the county council to the county 
sheriff. Since then, to my knowledge, no trash has been picked up and the decision to 
transfer that responsibility to the sheriff should be revisited. The trash is getting 
intolerable at this point. 
 
Supplemental Agenda 
Consideration of the following bids for the installation of fencing for two recreational 
baseball fields and an option for a portable outfield fence at Bettis Park: 
 
 All Type Fence & Deck  $41,708.00  option: $5,220.00 
 Associated Contractors  $66,806.00   $5,344.48 
 Aiken-Augusta Fence  $29,189.38   $3,925.00 
 Huntley’s Construction  $66,000.00   $6,300.00 
 
Councilman Bright made the motion to accept the bids of Aiken-Augusta Fence. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Hudson and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Councilman Dorn asked Nick Wates about the recreation park on the northside, was he 
not to work with them. Nick stated that it has been graded and the grass is beginning to 
come up. He said the way it looks now (after the grading, etc.) that the entire fence that is 
there will have to be moved out a few feet to make room for the baseball fence.  The way 
it looks now the way it is laid out that when the baseball fence is installed there will not 
be enough space between the fence and the outside fence to put bleachers. The baseball 
field has to be completed first before anything else such as a basketball area can be done. 
 
Councilman Dorn addressed council on a request from someone in his district. The 
Westside Community is requesting $1,500 to upgrade their community center, which is 
located across Highway 23 from Antioch Baptist Church. Per Councilman Kitchens the 
center is very active in community affairs and it is recreation as well anything.” Mr. Dorn 
made the motion to give the Westside Community Center $1,500, to be taken from 
recreation funds that are escrowed each year for each district.                              
Motion seconded by Councilman Kitchens. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
No executive session. 
 
Claims approved as follows: 
 
   PAYROLL:  1/30/06 thru 2/12/06 
 
 Regular……………………………………………………………$185,329.20 
 
   PAYROLL:  2/13/06 thru 2/26/06 
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 Regular……………………………………………………………..$189,209.46 
 
 
B. General Operating………………………………………………….$904,486.97 
 
 
There being no further business, Councilman Hudson made the motion to adjourn. A 
budget work session for FY 2006-07 is scheduled for March 21st, and the next regular 
county council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 4, 2006. 
 
 
       _______________________ 
                     C. Monroe Kneece, Chairman 
 
                   ___________________________________ 
                  Willie C. Bright, Vice Chairman 
 
                    __________________________________     
           Norman Dorn, Councilman  
                 
       ___________________________________ 
                       Joel D. Hudson, Councilman 
 
                  _________________________________ 
                   B. Everette Kitchens, Councilman 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST 
 
 
______________________________ 
Barbara R. Stark, Clerk to Council 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


